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SUBJECT : Validation / Certification of CITEport Permits

Potted plants that are a threatened or endangpeetks are subject to Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species (CITE&)Iations when they are transported across
an international border.

The United States Department of Agriculture hasssatli/U.S. Customs and Border Protection of
new regulations concerning the documents that apaagnshipments of CITES-regulated
materials. Specifically, the CITES Export Permisnbe validated or certified at the time of
export by an officially recognized CITES inspectiunthority of the exporting country. Until
November 30, 2008, shipments of CITES material éihataccompanied by documents that have
not been validated or certified will be Refusedrimto the United States. After November 30,
2008, all such shipments will be seized.

For shipments crossing at the Blue Water Bridgkdaaon/certification of the CITES Export
Permit is obtained from Canadian Border Servicesndyg (CBSA) prior to leaving Canada. A
CBSA Officer will verify the exported quantity offlCTES material and stamp the CITES Export
Permit. Our records indicate that in 2008, nedfl%o of the CITES Export Permits accompanying
commercial shipments of plants have not been ptedd¢a CBSA for certification before leaving
Canada.

Brokers are asked to inform their clients of tleguirement.

If you have any questions about this, please cotitad®ort Huron CBP Agriculture Inspection
office at 810-985-9541, ext. 280,.

for

David C. Dusellier
Port Director
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